
 Mackinac Bridge 

“The Mighty Mac” 

Milakokia Lake 

THE CHALLENGE IS ON!  

March, 28, 2020 - Governor Whitmer says just because we are sheltering in place, that doesn't 

mean we have to stay stuck inside! We should get outside for some fresh air - just remember to 

practice safe social distancing. So, we have reinstated the “Virtual Walk” we did in 2017! It is 

simple – just walk (or run or bike) around your home, in town, on our McCoy’s Creek Trail – 

you get the idea, and keep track of how far you go each day. Email us at jan@thebasc.org and let 

us know. We will accumulate the miles everyone walks locally and mark it on our Michigan map. 

Since we already virtually “walked” to the Mackinac Bridge in 2017, 

let's continue across the bridge and across the Upper Peninsula to 

beautiful Copper Harbor. If we have lots of participants, we can make 

it to Copper Harbor before the Governor's ban is lifted - or at least 

before the black flies hatch in Copper Harbor in early June!  Please 

join us! Email us your miles each Friday until we make it across the 

U.P. and we will post our total for the week on our Facebook page and 

our website. Maybe when we get to Copper Harbor, we can take the 

scenic route back to the bridge! Have fun, and be safe out there! 

So, for the week of March 21 – 27, our walkers reported 64 miles! 

    That is fabulous! You are making great time.   

Our journey began in Mackinaw City, just below the Mackinac Bridge.    

Construction on the "Mighty Mac" began on May 7, 1954, and the bridge 

was opened to traffic on November 1, 1957. The bridge is five miles long, which translates to 

26,372 feet! If you want to physically walk across the bridge, that is allowed for a few hours on 

Labor Day. But you won't be alone because 30,000 people walked the bridge in 2019! If you are 

afraid of heights, don't look down because the roadway is 199 feet above the water at midspan. 

Oh, and if you wanted to walk the distance of all of the main cables on the bridge, that would be 

42,000 miles!  

We walked northwest, skirting along Lake Michigan through the towns of 

Epoufette, Naubinway, and Gould City, landing us near Milakokia Lake. 

The lake is 1956 acres and you will find a State Forest Campground 

nearby with 35 campsites. Enjoy your stay here before hitting the road 

again toward Copper Harbor! 

ADDED CHALLENGE – PHOTO-A-DAY 
 
Starting this week, how about getting out your camera and shooting some 
photos. Select your best shot each day and make a collage. Bring them to 
Show and Tell at our Post COVID-19 Party. Have fun with it! 
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